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Intro. Given topic is The Wicked and the Wise. But by right it should be The Wicked and the Righteous.

In chapter 12, Wicked or Wickedness occurs 10 times in KJV.
12:2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 13, 21, 26


Righteous or Righteousness occurs 8 times in KJV.
12:3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 17, 26, 28



Wisdom or wise occurs 3 times and only once in 12:7-12.
12:8, 15, 18

In 12:7-12, Wicked/Wickedness or Righteous/Righteousness each occurs 3 times.

In 12:1-6, the former occurs 4 times and the latter occurs twice.

Hence, 12:1-12 should be dealt with as a whole and not be sub-divided, and entitled The Wicked and the Righteous.

A. The Connotation  of Terms: Wicked and Righteous.
Pro. 12:1-6
It is important to Clearly define wicked and righteous in the Context as different from that used Commonly.

1. The Dictionary Definition or as used commonly:

a. Wicked: 
Committing unrighteous acts - morally bad in Principle or Practice. 
b. Righteous: 
Characterized by or Proceeding from accepted standards of morality or justice.
2. The Concepts in the Context:
Pro. 12:1-6
a. 12:2 - 
A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will He condemn.


The Wicked Contrives wicked devices (1:10-12; 6:18) and is in Contrast with a good man (Righteous).


Simply put: 
the Character of the Wicked is Bad in thought, word and deed, 



while that of the Righteous is Good. 
Cf. Lk. 6:45


While the Lord Condemns the wicked, He is Committed to the Good man and shows Grace to him, 


The wicked is not like the evil Queen Seeking to kill Snow White or Cinderella’s Stepmother, Cinderella. 


And the Righteous is not restricted to Joan of Arc or Mother Theresa in modern times.

The wicked and the righteous are the common people who are good or bad! 

b. 12:3 -
A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.

The Wicked is not Established with his Evil devices, but the Righteous is well-Rooted.

Simply put: The Conclusion of the Wicked is Bad; that of the Righteous is Good.

i. Consider Wicked Abimelech quickly removed because of his treason.
Jud. 9:54-57, 5, 6

ii. Contrast those who are rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith. Col. 2:6, 7

c. 12:5 -
The thoughts of the Righteous are Right: but the counsels of the wicked are deceit.

Simply put: The Counsel of the Wicked is Bad; that of the Righteous is Good.
Cf. Phil. 4:8


The thoughts of the Righteous are so because they have been Renewed. 
Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:1, 2


Consider the unregenerate who Planned deceit:

i. Joseph’s brethren Plotted to deceive their father.
Gen. 37:18, 31, 32

ii. Daniel’s enemies Pretended to honour their king.
Dan 6:4-9

iii. Herod Professed to worship the infant Jesus.
Mt. 2:7, 8

B. The Contrast between the Two – Wicked and Righteous.
Pro. 12:7-12, (13) 

1. The Choice of Consequences – To Succumb or to Stand?
Pro. 12:7
The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand.
Cf. 12:3; 14:11

a. Wicked Haman – he was Hanged in his own House and he was no more.
Est. 7:9, 10

b. Righteous Mordecai – he and his house of “Jews” Stood firm, as their Sorrow turned to Joy. Est. 9:20-22

2. Their Character and Conduct.
Pro. 12:10a
a. The Righteous – He regardeth the life of his beast = lit., “knows the soul of his beast.” 
Cf. 27:23

i. God Cares for His Creation and His Creatures: 
Job chs. 38-41

Consider God’s Laws regarding His creatures:

· The beast was given to Man for his use, comfort and food.
Gen. 1:28; 9:3

· A man should help the over-burdened beast, even that of his enemy.
Ex 23:4, 5

· The ox and the ass should not be yoked together in the plough. 
Deut. 22:10

· The ox should not be muzzled when he was treading out the corn.
Deut. 25:4

· The sitting bird should not be taken from her little brood.
Deut.  22:6

ii. Job was Challenged to see if he Could give similar Care as God for His Creatures?
Job 38:39-40:42
· Laban showed Hospitality to his guest, and made his Camels Comfortable.
Gen. 24:31, 32

· Jacob showed Humility in requesting Esau to Care for the Children and his Cattle. Gen. 33:13, 14

Why is love and care for God’s creatures marked as a Characteristic feature of a righteous man?

The Righteous in seeking His Kingdom and His Righteousness first can be assured that 
God would take care of their needs just as He cares for His creation and His creatures. 
Mt. 6:25-33-34 

b. The Wicked – but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel.
Pro. 12:10b
Reuben was prepared to Kill a Kid to save his own skin.
Gen. 37:29-31

Consider the numerous animals that were sacrificed, would that be wicked?
Ct. Gen. 3:21

And the animals that become for food for man, would that be wicked to eat them?
Ct. Gen. 9:3-5

3. Their Choice of Company
Pro. 12:12a
The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.

a. The Wicked seeks to Copy and Capture others into their Company (net).

i. The wicked Copy each other in wickedness and seek to Capture more to join them.
Psa. 10:8-10

ii. They Covet the Cache and the proceeds of wickedness.

NRSV

iii. But in the end the wicked will be snared himself by the snare of his Lips and Life.
Pro. 12:13a, 18:7

· Cf. the Amalekite bringing tidings of Saul’s death.

II Sam. 4:9-12

· Cf. Adonijah’s deceitful petition.

I Kgs. 2:22-25

b. The Righteous - the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

Pro. 12:12b
i. They are independent and they can stand on their own Feet.

The root supplies the sap and vigour needed for healthy Produce. 
The righteous gain all that they want as the natural result of their high Principles 

ii. Their independence is derived from their dependence on Christ to bear Fruit.
Jn. 15:5

iii. The Just with the godly exercise of their lips will Free them from trouble.
Pro. 12:13b

Cf. Caleb and Joshua’s Confidence in God to get them into Canaan.
Num. 14:6-10, 30-35

C. The Connection between the Wise and the Despised.
Pro. 12:8, 9, 11
1. The Wise and the despised Warped-minded.
Pro. 12:8

A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised.

A man is praised according to his Wisdom, but men with Warped minds are despised.
NIV

a. The Commendation of Wisdom.

i. Godly Wisdom is Good sense - One is commended for good sense.
NRSV

ii. Godly Wisdom in the preaching of the Cross is despised as Foolishness by the World.
I Cor. 1:21-25

iii. Whatever, it is the Lord’s Commendation that Counts in the end.
II Cor. 10:18

Cf. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant.
Mt. 25:21

b. One that Deviates (Perverse) from Wisdom is Despised…

Perverse, lit. = “bent,” “crooked,” or “twisted,” applied to persons involved in moral error. 

Most biblical references to perverse are in the Book of Proverbs as 

i. Consider the Perverse in Proverbs: 

· For the LORD detests a perverse man but takes the upright into his confidence.

3:32, NIV
· The LORD detests men of perverse heart but he delights in those whose ways are blameless. 
11:20, NIV
· The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out. 
10:31; 17:20
· The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse. 10:32
· Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.
19:1
ii. The Priests of Israel were too Perverted to be taught, thus, they were despised by God.

Mal. 2:8, 9

iii. Nabal was too Proud to listen, thus despised even by his household.
I Sam. 25:10, 11, 17, 25

iv. The Prodigal son was too Profligate, resulting in his Peers despising him later.

 Lk. 15:15, 16

2. The Despised and the Worldly Wise Lacking bread.
Pro. 12:9

He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.

[hath a servant, lit. = a servant to himself, i.e.  “sufficing himself”;  “serving himself.” ]
a. To be Down (yet have Sufficient enough to have a Servant) and Despised is still blessed and better.
i. Jesus was Despised and Dejected, but today He has numberless Servants in His Service.

ii. To be Humble and be Sufficient unto the day thereof is more Honourable 

than he that Honours himself with an empty Shell. 

b. The Worldly Wise may be High and Honoured but in reality may be Low and Lacking.


i. These have High white collars but are Low and empty in the pockets.

ii. These keep up Appearances, but Barely have enough even for Bread.

c. Consider the Principles Pertaining to High and Low.
Lk. 14:11; Jas. 1:10, 11

i. Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.   Lk. 14:11

ii. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the rich, in that he is made low:
because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.
Jas. 1:10, 11

3. The Unwise and He that is Satisfied Living on Bread.
Pro. 12:11

Or The Worker and the Worthless Or The contrast between Industry and Idleness.

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: 
but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding 
Or He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: 
but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.

Cf. Pro. 28:19
a. The Unwise who is void of Understanding (KJV); he lacks judgment (NIV); he has no sense (NRSV)

i. He chases fantasies.
NIV

Consider  Theudas and Judas -  
Acts 5:35, 36-39)
Either was nobody claiming to be somebody and ending up hurting everybody!

ii. Those who follow worthless pursuits
NRSV
These vain Pursuits would include wild Pleasures and Parties.
I Tim. 5:6


She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.


b. The Unheralded Worker tills his Land for his Living.

i. He would be the Sinner Saved by Grace

Tilling the land and eating bread was Adam’s punishment for sinning against God.
Gen. 3:17-19

Unto Adam he said…In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
 to till the ground from whence he was taken.
Gen. 3:23

ii. He would be the Saint Satisfied with the Goodly bread of life. 
Jn. 6:35

Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger;

 and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.

iii. He would be the Servant now Serving God.
I Cor. 3:9

For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's building.

Conclusion: In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.
Pro. 12:28

Note: No Contrast here but a Continuation of what was Commenced – the Conclusion of the Righteous!
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